
 
 



16TH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
September 25, 2022 

 
The service of worship begins with the first gift to God– the music 
of the organ. May you feel the Spirit of God through the power 
and quietness as you become comfortable and prepare to worship 
God. 

*Please stand as you are able 
Listening devices and Large Print Bulletins are available 

         Feel free to sing the hymns while wearing your mask 
 

WE ARE CALLED TOGETHER  
 
PRELUDE             Variations on OLD HUNDREDTH               J. Janson 
                                           © 2019 by Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. 

                   NICAEA                                  Alan Mahnke 
                      © 2018 by Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. 

                         
*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor:  God invites us into the sanctuary of the divine       
               presence. 
People: We enter with awe and devotion to meet together  
               With God. 
Pastor:  This is a safe place where we know we are loved. 
People: We feel the presence of God’s Spirit and the Spirit of  
               God’s people. 
Pastor:  Here God invites us to look honestly at our own lives. 
People: We trust God’s love and open our hearts today. 
Pastor:  Know that God loves you as you are but God sees you  
              as you can be, as well. 
People: May we honestly examine our lives so that we can  
               become all that God created us to be. 



*THE GATHERING SONG 230                                    © 1962, 1990, Manna Music, Inc. 

 There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place, 
 And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord. 
 There are sweet expressions on each face, 
 And I know that it’s the presence of the Lord. 
 Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heav’nly Dove, 
 Stay right here with us filling us with your love. 
 And for those blessings, we lift our hearts with praise; 

Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived, 
 When we shall leave this place. 
 
*HYMN 243     “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) 
 O God who is nearer to us than our own breath: Give us the 
 faith to trust in your love so that we may look at our lives,  

celebrating where you are evident and correcting those  
places where we have shut you out; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC        “Come, Souls, Behold Today”             J.S. Bach 
                           Leilani Schaller, soloist 
 

WE BREAK OPEN THE WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                          Matthew 18: 21-35 
 

THE GOOD NEWS                                “The Power of Forgiveness”  
             The Rev. Gene Van Galder, preaching             

 



*HYMN 57                  “Fairest Lord Jesus”                     
 
PRAYER CONCERNS Donna Sullivan, family of James Jolly who 
passed away on Sept. 4, service details are pending. 
 

WE FOCUS ON GIVING THANKS 
INVITATION (Offering plates are available in the Gathering Space 
for you to place your gifts either before or after the worship service.  
Remember, envelopes support the church’s ministry and cash goes 
directly to missions).  Our Mission of the Month is Christian School 
Scholarship Fund. See further description on a later page of the 
bulletin. 
 
WE DEDICATE OUR GIFTS (In Unison) 

We offer to you, O God, with these gifts our very lives. We  
open ourselves to you and your transforming love. So change  
and renew us that we may be your instruments in  
transforming the world into your realm. Amen. 

 
*DEDICATION RESPONSE 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above all heavenly host 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN 145      “Christ, Our Light & Our Salvation” 
                                                                                                                     Text © 2007, GIA Publications, Inc., and NACCC                

 
*BENEDICTION 
 



RESPONSE                       3 fold Amen                            DANISH 
 
POSTLUDE         Postlude on SAINT DENIO           Edward W. Beals 
                                                                                                © 2015 by Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. 
                         

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Worship Leader ............................................ The Rev. Gene Van Galder 
Liturgist .......................................................... The Rev. Joy Baumgartner 
Organist and Director of Music .............................................. Max Yount 
Hymn Leader .................................................................. Gloria Halvorsen 
Soloist ................................................................................. Leilani Schaller 

 
First Congregational Church of Beloit 

Is a Member of 
The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 

And the Wisconsin Conference of Congregational Churches. 
 

Welcome to First Congregational Church 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in 
the worship, study, fellowship and services of this congregation. 
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to 
assist you. Individual listening devices for improved sound for 
those with hearing needs are available. Large Print Bulletins are 
available for those with sight needs. Our ushers will direct you to 
both regular and large print bulletins on the table in the Gathering 
Space.  Restrooms are located to your left as you leave the worship 
space.  

 



GREETING 
We thank our Greeter, Jan Ruster,  

for welcoming all who come to worship  
and share in fellowship with us this morning. 

 
 
 

This Week at Church 
Sept. 26 – Staff Meeting, 9 am 

   SLU – 9, am 
Sept. 28 – Al-Anon, 10 am 

SLU, 1 pm 
Sept. 29 – SLU, 1 pm 

 
Prayer for the Church 

Loving and Eternal God, you have abundantly blessed us with the 
power to reach out and make a difference in the world. We ask that 
you bless our ministry through our Church and increase our love for 
one another and our community. Help us honor our history and 
seek your will as we march into our future in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MISSION OF THE MONTH – 
ROCK COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
The month of September has been 

designated Christian Education Scholarship 
month. Rock County Christian School will 
be the recipient of our gifts this month. 
Your gifts, along with our budgeted 
amount, will assist parents with tuition for 
Christian School attendance, as well as 
assist graduating seniors as they apply for 
acceptance at Christian universities.  
 All loose cash in the offering plates for 

September, as well as donations earmarked for "missions," will be donated to a 
scholarship fund at Rock County Christian School.  

We have developed a unique relationship with the school 
that is housed across the road from our church. Students volunteer 
to do lawn cleanup and other projects, and we offer our building to 
them in times of need. 

Remember, checks can be written to First Congregational 
Church for each Mission of the Month, and the church adds a $200 
contribution to each mission. All loose cash in the offering plates also 
is sent to the missions.  

                                       
OCTOBER  BIBLE  STUDY 

 
Mark your calendars for a two-week October Bible Study presented by Gloria 
Halvorsen with parables highlighting "The Harvest" with a schedule as follows:  
 

Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 10:30am,  
Matthew 13:24-30  "The Tares Among the Wheat" 
       
Thursday, October 20, 2022, at 10:30am, 
Luke 20:9-18  "The Tenant Farmers" 

       
These gatherings will appeal to all ages and to all levels of Biblical knowledge, from 
beginners to scholars.  Each session will last for one hour.  Enter the church from the 
back parking lot. 
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